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Why do we care about seeds?
 Without seed we have no food.

 9 out of every 10 bites of food begin with the planting of a seed.

 Climate change, bringing weather extremes and pest pressures, is 
creating constant challenges to our ability to grow food reliably. 

 Plant diversity is a valuable resource for adapting to change. 

 Globally, we have lost 75% of agricultural biodiversity in the last 100 
years.

 75% of the world’s food is derived from only 12 plant and 5 animal 
species.

 We are also losing economic diversity. Due to corporate 
consolidation, 3 companies now control 53% of the global 
commercial seed market. The top 10 seed companies account for 
75%. 

Data from the Bauta Family Initiative on Canadian Seed Security



SLOG Society
Background

 Our roots were with the Food Program, 
when, in 2015, Dan Jason, who was 
leading a seminar on seed saving, 
provided the Galiano community with a 
generous gift of a starter seed 
collection. 

 A steering committee comprised of a 
broad range of community members, was 
formed to organize a seed library. The 
general consensus was that a seed 
library, once established, would 
eventually become its own entity. 

 In August 2017, the Seed Library of 
Galiano became its own society.

 In 2017, we received a grant from the 
Capital Regional District to organize  
Seedy Saturday events, and to pay for 
basic supplies such as envelopes, labels, 
and paper.



Mission Statement
 “To preserve and loan organically grown, non-GMO, open-pollinated, locally 

successful and genetically diverse seed varieties to the Galiano community;

 To provide educational opportunities and information to the Galiano 
community on growing and saving seed.” 



Physical Organization of the Collection
 SLOG’s Seed Inventory is divided into three categories of seeds:

1. General Collection (40% seeds)

- available for all members to borrow and hopefully return

2. Designated Grower (40% seeds)

- growers who have been approached/volunteered to grow specific 
varieties, as a way of maintaining seed integrity

3. Reserve Collection (20%) – Seed Bank concept, preservation
 - South End: Community Library Collection

 - North End Collection



Native Seeds

We have a small 
collection of native 
seeds that are 
organized 
differently and 
supplied by the 
Galiano 
Conservancy 
Association. 



Seed Crop Record

 Cindy Conner’s book, “Seed 
Libraries and Other Means of 
Keeping Seeds in the Hands of the 
People” was an invaluable resource. 

 Every seed packet lent out is 
accompanied by a Seed Crop 
Record. 

 We’ve also developed an online 
questionnaire option for borrowers 
to fill out as an alternative to the 
paper copy. 



Membership
 We charge a lifetime membership fee of $10 per household; no one is turned 

away. 

 Members may  borrow as many seeds as they wish. 

 We currently have 86 household memberships belonging to the Seed Library of 
Galiano. 



Some stats 
 SLOG has 86 member households.

 We have 91 varieties of edible or medicinal seeds in 
our inventory. 

 Since 2017, 47 members have borrowed 233 seed 
packets.

 In 2017, we began tracking every seed package in our 
inventory; we have packaged at least 1133 seed 
packets. 

 We have a return rate of about 20%. 

 Our most popular seeds checked out: in first place is 
the Calvert Pea; in second place is the Giant Hubbard 
squash, and then, Laurel’s Frilly Kale



Highlights from 2017-2018:
Seed Check-out Days: 19 sessions

Seed Intake Days: 6 sessions, plus drop-offs

Seed-saving Workshops: 2

BC Seed Gathering
-Cedana and I, having received a grant from the Bauta
Foundation, attended the BC Seed Gathering at Richmond’s 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University. The BC Seed Gathering was 
an intensive networking and educational conference about 
the current state of seed saving and BC food security 
activism. 

Galiano’s Seedy Saturday
- In January 2018, SLOG hosted a Seedy Saturday with two 
guest speakers: David Catzel from BC Eco Seed Co-op, who 
discussed seed breeding, and Rupert Adams, of Kairos 
Botanicals and Salt Spring Seeds, who reviewed the growing 
of medicinal herbs for seed. 



Seedy Saturday 2018



What do our volunteers do?

 Manage the inventory: package seeds; lend seeds; cull the inventory for stale-
dated seeds; identify low-volume varieties in our collection and follow-up 
with members

 Network with other seed lending organizations

 Organize and plan Seedy Saturdays

 Fund-raise

 Plan or lead educational events

 Our Board ensures we sustain our mission. 



Seedy Saturday 2019
A Sneak Peak:

January 26, 2019, Galiano Community Hall

Guest Speakers confirmed so far are Kristen and James Miskelly. They 
own Saanich Native Plants and will be discussing native seed-saving and 
plant propagation. 
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